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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF GIFFORD 
FOUNDATION RETIRING AT END OF 2018  

 
(Syracuse, NY) The Board of Trustees of the Gifford Foundation 

announced that Executive Director Dirk Sonneborn will retire at the end of 2018. 

Sonneborn has served the organization since 2009, first as Director of 

Operations, later as Associate Director, and since January 2011 as its Executive 

Director. During his tenure as Executive Director the Foundation has made 

grants in excess of $5.5 million focused on neighborhoods, leadership 

development and not-for-profit capacity building in Central New York. 

 “During the past eight years Dirk has been synonymous with Gifford,” 

stated Jaime Alicea, Gifford’s board chair. “His inspiring leadership, presence in 

the community and unwavering dedication to our mission have enabled Gifford to 

achieve significant and lasting impact far greater than our grantmaking dollars. 

His commitment to our staff, including their community engagement and 

professional development, will support a smooth transition to his successor. 

While we will miss him greatly, Dirk’s values, belief in the mission of Gifford and 

his passion, motivation and enthusiastic leadership have created a legacy that 

will last well beyond his tenure as Executive Director and will help assure our 

continued impact in the community.”   

Under Sonneborn’s guidance, the Foundation expanded its acclaimed 

capacity building programs to include smaller organizations in facilitated 



assessments and capacity growth planning; extended program and mission 

related investments in the community; and further engaged community in an 

expanded neighborhood mini-grant program where residents have a say in which 

projects and programs receive funding. 

“I have been privileged to work alongside an extremely talented staff and 

dedicated trustees and I’m proud of what we’ve been able to accomplish with the 

resources we have” Sonneborn said. “The Foundation has the fundamentals 

needed to continue the very important work Gifford’s Trustees have empowered 

us to do...at a time when the community needs us to endure. With that in place, 

it’s the right time for me to retire” he said. 

In mid-July, the Foundation will use social media and their website 

(www.giffordfoundation.org) to announce the timeline and expectations for 

naming Sonneborn’s successor, according to Alicea. 

 

*   *   *   *  * 

 

The Gifford Foundation is a private foundation supporting community 

needs in Central New York since 1954.  Through its grantmaking, they fund 

organizations in an intentionally transformative and flexible manner.  This is 

based on a fundamental belief that change at the individual and/or organizational 

level holds the potential to institute change at broader community levels. For 

more information about the Foundation visit www.giffordfoundation.org. 
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